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Dear Westford residents,
At the Select BdmeredtdisngFebHeuaartyh 9Di r ect c
the board on the st alt9u sv aocfc irneecse iivin nWe sC
although Jeff has requested vaccines f
chaaeve been sent to ouBweéeewnsharChdi tr h Pte
,staff are working diligently to i mpr'g
Chair P®weaentersent a | etter to Governor
. 'Repfiesentative Arciero to voice concer
their |l ack of preparedness, disorgani z.
trying to navigate the statebds website
PpY% orjtizing towns for vaccine distri
ﬁisa?crcutﬁfaotnion sites, | reached out to
overnor and the Assistant Director of
ofeady and able to distribute the vacci
nhot agree wi t h t he stateds vaccinat.i
information which wil/l be posted on ol
foll owi Wwgsit i oakd'™1s9 CWOlvdat es and Ilnnftohrena
I suggest t hat i f you are able to fin
pl ease do so I f you need our assistan
97-89-8523. Pl ease consult the following
preparing for COWVIAppdanmtmeat :
I am pleased to announce that we Trece
"B b6 ugh, Littleton, and Maynard, a
'/ %%@'p'f%irtdy Devel opmentC\W)l otck aGssainstt a nCcDeB
i mpacts of the health pandemic. Part [
o cli0ang,,to income eligible microenterpri
Emergency ‘employees (including business owners).
Notification s&onsul tant, The Resource, l nc. , t o man
Smart 911 progr am. Businesses deemed eligible wil
to $10,000-190reCOVED expenses. For mor
~ business qualiWwwestr ipiie@ars @eQwaieasitdi.oonrsg ma
Westfordos I-°C“l"tbrimicroloans@gmalI.com
Emergency Management
Radi o Station AMSIl¢3GF unded by our CDBG grant, the tow
subsidies for-ilncw neo frmamd d ri &etse who resi d
all ocated to income qualified families
c ome, first serve basis. The town curr
For additional i nformation and to obt
websCDBG Childcare Subsidy Program
At the boardbés meeting on February 9th
Message t o t he Sel ect Boar d, School
Currently there is a surplus of $159, 4
. process begins. Budget hearings Yewi ma
AN “ the townds online calendar to view a
, Wat ¢ h \ ommi ttee and Finance Commi tteeBarredd |
Meetings (O 'neomm|ttees Me e.tTihreg fGeaslceanldayrear 2022 bu
westford vailable on our web§iteahtYethe. RORROWI
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Town Manager < oNeiwsuedat) t PaRe

The board discussed the <capital request from the
Commi ttee related to Plain Road and Robinson Road
the Plain Road sidewal k design to be funded from
budget constraints, the Robinson Road sidewal k wil
Members from the Healthy Westford Committee and Pe
board on Jhouanmrea a pedestrian wal kway which ex"
known as the ACore Westford Wal kwayo. The Select |
to be brought through the capital pl anning process
foll owiCmg el Wek:t ford Wal.kway Presentation

On Janu'aryt he6 board voted to approve beginning n
agreement with the successful proposer CHOI CE, SC
buil ding senior affordable housing and a new home
The Board also approved a purchase and sale agree
construct residenti al units at 12 North Main Str
foll owih®y NMamtkls : Mai n St3r5e elto wiha sfka rFo rRoead Task For ce
The Select Board me t jointly with the Energy Co
become the Clean Energy and Sustainability Commit:t
members. They also approved a proposed updat edClcehaa
Energy and Sust ai.naReisliidieynt&Go nwiniot tacree i nt erested i n
a Citizen Activity Form to bOetcpnpasi deredi ay Ebemfo
Foll owing the receipt of a notice of i ntent to r
Recreational Land and sell 22 Griffin Road, owned
expressed interest in the property to use as a po
Department has received permission from the Owner
The League of Women Voters wildl be holding a Si
candidates who are interested i n -1r9u nrne sntgr ifcotri olnosc ahl
chall enges for participants to collect the fifty ¢
on our town election ballot.-tlhheughehor wthe petept
signatures on their nomination papers and wil|l be
Saturday, Fleblr:ubaOr yPM7t o 3:00 PM (with a rafin/snow «
The Select Board opened the 2021 Annual Town Meet.
on Saturda'yy,; Tbumeeviz2w the timeline,2®m@AleaksrenwadlsiTo
Ti meline

As part of the promotional process for our new P
Al meida to participate. We <currently have posted
Assessment Center which are due tb" bFeors unbommiet tiendf oorr
the hiring process and timeline of events, pl ease
foll owiBng IPiosk:i ngs

At the boardoés me'e"t itnhge oni vleamsuaryy, 2X6uity and | ncl
School Safety Task Force (TSSTF) provided updates
available at thEel fOdrhuoiwi thnge |PMkBEEBSTELt PoresBpdat eon

(Continued on
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https://westfordma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/9743/Presentation-of-Core-Westford-Walkway
https://westfordma.gov/356/12-North-Main-Street-Task-Force
https://westfordma.gov/1229/35-Town-Farm-Road-Task-Force
https://data.westfordma.gov/bc/boards.php
https://data.westfordma.gov/bc/boards.php
https://data.westfordma.gov/bc/newcaf.php
https://westfordma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/9630/2021-Annual-Town-Meeting-Timeline
https://westfordma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/9630/2021-Annual-Town-Meeting-Timeline
https://westfordma.gov/Bids.aspx
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Town Manager @< oNeiwsuedat) t PaalgBe

Westford Power Options Program (POP) I's the new
progr am. Westford POP has been renewed through De
New prices went into effect | ast mont h. Check out
electricity choice, and produzissacadesomhwe htef pmradgr

Hi ghway Superintendent Chip Barrett was recently
preparations and their <c¢clean up procedure. I wo ul

cleaning up this seasonds snow stor ms.

Free sand for snow treatment is available to WestHf
old Highway Garage | ocated at -g3a0 | Beiacloinmi St raenedt .y oTL
and shovel. | f you are elderly or disabled and ca
Center at-5p238)o66adordinate a delivery from our Po
Congratulations to Brett LaFosse on completing th
Firefighter Training Program!

As we continue to try and9siowWebeéfoepdeadhef f €ONML
temporarily c¢closed to the public: Town Hal |, J. V.
Recreati on Depart ment , Cemetery of fice, and Ca mg¢
uninterrupted as these offices wildl remain staffe
phone and/or email . We wil/ provide notice when we
OQur Communications Advisory Committee is currently
vacant seats. This committee represents the intere
for cable television and with regard to other ser\y
i nterest serving in serving on this committee, ple
There are several openings on our | ocal boards and
35 Town Farm Road Task Force, Af fordabl e Housing
and Sustainability Committee, Commi ssion on Disat
Council , Dog Park Task Force, Economic Devel opment
Nashoba Valley Technical Hi gh School District Co
Grounds and Recreation Commi ssi on, Pedestrian Sa
Commi ttee, and Zoning Board of Appeal s. I urge you
t hese commi ttees,; and i f you have i nterest, pl e
Citizen Activity Form

Woul d you | i ke more detailed information on the Bc
acceBoard of Sel ect&Bomrbooudmertisect men Meeting Vide

Happy Lunar New Year! |

Sincerely,
|

Jodi Ross
Town Manager

LS.

MASSACHUSETTS

DA AN IREFGHVING
I re 1 g er ar a wilex.
on gr a duat i ACANEMY

Massachusetts Depar tmeat—oF+—FH+—+g
Career Recruit Firefighter Train
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Town Manager 0s NewsHaet

Westford Diversity Equit-yd&Oflnwebl

Background
I n 2020, the Town approved a new Diversity, Equity and
DEI Committee is as foll ows:
AnThe Diversity, Equity and I nclusion (DEI) Committe
Westford and [its] duties shalll be to provide advi c
Commi ttee.
The Committee wild.l identify needs around fostering
prejudice and discrimination against any person, gr c
race, c¢creed, color, income, religion, national origi
or disability.
The Committee wil/ review Town and school policies a
that they advance equity and diversity where the Com
Initially, it was proposed that the DEI Committee woul
for volunteers was very enthusiastic, and wultimately
22 participants with widely diverse backgrounds, experi
Questions and Answers
Question (1): What are the main concerns the DEI Commit
Responpon formation of the DEI Commi ttee, we <circul at
identifying the main concerns of the collective Commit"
to that survey:

Indigenous People’s Day
Inequities in community ( ex: food insecurities)
Lack of affordable housing

Diverse workforce that’s reflective of the population. Hiring practices of town (and private
businesses)

Lack of public commitment to DEI. Need to integrate DEI in town decisions including assessing,
planning and implementation of services

Absence of a centralized complaint system for residents to report acts of discrimination or other DEI
related concerns.

Need for cultural and community events
Need for increased social support and engagement for immigrant families
Need to hear from those groups that do not feel there's an issue

Need for more dialogue, transparency with WPD and how to handle complaints in improve trust
with members of community

Overall lack of education in the town on DEI topics including : institutional racism, what diversity is,
need anti-bias training, living while Black, need to celebrate individualism.

(Continued on
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Diversity Equity & #vndeAl Qulsivegn y &ORmm

Interests (continued)

Inequities in school that prevents full inclusion

Need for trusted adults for students of color in schools (and community)

Mental health for students (and address disparities in mental health)

Practices in place for when someone uses inappropriate language. Dialogue vs. fire/expel
Need for inclusion of people of color in school curriculum

Anti-racist education in schools and combatting bias/stereotypes in schools

Question (2): Can you tel!/l us abomed abfl gCammi tthae hae

ResponBlee DEI Committee had its inaugur al meeting 1in

Subcommittees that, broadly speaking, focus on the goas

identified. The three Subcommittees and the issues that
Sub Committees Interests

Inequities in school

Need for trusted adult in school

Mental health for students

Practices in place for inappropriate language/behavior
People of Color in school curriculum

School and Education

LI T T ]

Inequities in community (e.g. food insecurities)*
Cultural and Community Events

Social support and engagement for immigrant families
Lack of education in the town

Dialogue with WPD*

Community Outreach

Indigenous People's Day

Inequities in community (e.g. food insecurities)*
Diverse workforce

Lack of public commitment to DEI

Absence of a centralized complaint system
Dialogue with WPD*

Town Policies

LI D T

Question (3): I's the DEI Commi ttee | ooking to form par
well as community organizations, nonprofits, etc.?
ResponBlke DEI Committee was formed as an advisory com
Committee, so we are already directly partnered with t
involved in all aspects of Towhhgodemwnmént el awvadant ol ak st
nonprofits, etc. to help advance DEI goal s.

Question (4): For those who want to |l earn more, what 1is

Commi t ResPponReeaachi ng out directly to-Cahamnyref viheehBIi | Com
and easiest way!

Mamat ha Jagmaamat hasni:l as@ ahoo. com
Eric BEHTrmMbparar-miemgo @westfordma. gov
Medha Pmb&@patn@siena. edu

As for getting involved, we have regul a
inroad to our current activities. And o
https:// westfordm&gg-anflh@ B eobrowi etrtseiet y

ropublic me
f cour se, t
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February at the J. V. F

Bl ack HistomlEsxCoMbethi on Raesbuweek:

J.V. FLETCHER |

LIBRARY
Nedining Wectford's Wrlil. |

Hi story month we wil/ highlight t| ; 5
ecol |l ections celebrating this Blheme. This week th
Hi st ory Fi |l msKamoXyaniseyanndonstreaming video service
an account with your | iStrraeraym ctahred mMBiSnbdea c uanmedn tpairny.
AfRoot s o, i AmeirStcialnl MasRieses with Maya Angel ouo, AJa
films and documentaries.

Love Letters fWhatt hekeo Ly du alroyv.e Tehhh su tp atshh e yleialrr arays? b

of us. We | ove our patrons and have tried new and
services. I f you | ove us too, pl ease consider vi si
what you | ove abows:t hewwiboaeyhss!| i braries. com/

February Vac-a&thieord oFummwi ng Youth Services progr ams
Li brary, COVvI D funding secured by Senator Edward J

Foundation in honor of Kurt Kelly.

Virtual Sun <catcher Mosaic for gradesl nd3 tahnids 4Z:0 o Mt
program presented by Ways of Col or, kids in grad:ée
prepackaged kit t hat wi || be available for cur bsi
pieces from which young artists can create manyt @
water sol ubl e Rdauies t earn dh esrter.i ng .

Virtual Scul pt a Miniature Chocolate Box:DuTue.g e
vacation week teens and tweens in grades 5 and wup
box filled withUpl Ayt bsoboobk. wPbp teach a pinching
balls of clay to make the ani mal bonbons. Af ter t|
School t hat shows you how to paint YYeuwrl siifhioatc®ONE&E
t wo sessions. Registrants need to come to the I|ibr
that wusing our curbside service).

Virtual Mosai c Pi cture Framel:n Tthhui.s, ZFoeobm i h& tatuucdi i

Ways of Col or, kids in grades 5 and up wil/ make a
available for curbside pickup before the program.
pi ecae wooden fr ame, plenty of mul ticolored stained

a wooden stiBR&giandrgheuve.

Virtual Car t:.dMomi.ng F&lbas s220paen 4t:030k ipd.sm.i n grades 3
award winning cartooni st and humorous illustrator
cartoon characters, draw facial expressions, dr aw
pretty awesoRegmehsetehsre

Virtual Pajama Ti me : Mola | arhreb®i el dato roc € 0a pmom.t h:
for children ages 3 to 7.7irCehgilsdtreern fcoarn ewsacthc hniignh tr es
be emailed a meeting |Iink to | og into. Get i nt o .t
Register here.

(Continued on next page)
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January at the J. (VMConFilnuteg)her Li br &

Cooking with Julie for Teens and-Heleewmary Evler ux githc
new recipes in these FREE virtual events for parti.i
full recipe (ingredients and instructions) to rev,
using your home Rewerntaeaddhstrcew. t he compl ete schedu
Kids CraftSiBuamdugsfor a craft bundle that 1includes
kit. We |l et you know the skil!]l | evel required, weac

bundl e t hEwamths o@al endar

Virtual AWhat 6s |t Worth?d06 ApprAushor, Thwct i dreeer ,
host Mi ke I vankovich wil!/ assess what your persona
item for Mi ke to appraise. A Zoom invite wildl be s
factors that wil!/ al ways i mpact the value of -3y omirnt
per person. Registration is required & space is |
the registRati®snepabger e.

Virtual St . Patrick and the Rise of ChrHisdtiamiian S
explores St. Patrick's mission in I|Ireland in the

Empire, and the impact of the huge migration of p
Europe. Learn about St . Patrick's achievements an
Christiani Rggi st érehand.

Device Advice comebDso tyotuZ adaoninl oad i tceorhd efctomnesurbud
where to Idegyene?d hel p navigating Hoopl a, Kanopy,

Libraries, book a Zoom appoint mearid wwvd hwial Il | do atra a
session. | f y ou prefer phone support, or need é

at 8P8304.

Virtual Beans, BoolCoff&eBast belYlommrs Favorite Librai
Drink in the aroma, the anticipation of new and ol
favorite | ibrarians talking upcoming books, seri e:
Programs page or sign up on the Events Calendar.
coffee or tea ankKlegiodtnemsheome Zoom!

Virtual Westford Job Seekers: The J. V. FIl et cher Li braryods A We
meets weekly on Wednesdays from 3 - 4:30pm. Attracting people of diverse work backgrounds

and age groups, this group helps you expand your network of business contacts, discover new

job opportunities and connect with others who are in job transition and can become part of your

support group. Meetings include guest speakers who are experts in the job search process or in

career development. Contact Dina Kanabar, dkanabar@westfordma.gov for more information.

(Continued on next page)
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January at the J. (VMConFilnutee)her Li br a

Virtual English Conversation Circle: every Tue., at 3:30 p.m. Conversation Circles are
back, this time on Zoom! Practice your English conversation skills and meet new friends in a
relaxed and friendly environment! This program meets every Tuesday afternoon from 3:30. to

4:30 p.m. and is led by Carol Morse . Reaister through our Events Calendar. Reqistration is
required. After you register, youoll receive the Zoom |

you must register for each session you wish to attend. If you don't receive the emails, please
check your spam folders.

Virtual Monday Mystery, Adult Non Fiction, Thursday Night Book Club: All of our adult
book clubs continue to meet virtually. Please visit westfordlibrary.org/events/adult -book -
clubs/ _ for more information and upcoming meeting dates.!

Quick Links to Our Most Popular Services!
Book Bundles for Kids, Teens, and Adults
Book the Browsing Tent

Curbside Pickup Service

Programs i Adults

Programs __1_Kids

Programs 1 Young Adults

If you have questions or need assistance, please call us at 978 -399 -2300 or
send us an email at westfordlibrary@westfordma.gov

www. westfordlibrary. org WWW. WESTFORDMA
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https://westfordlibrary.org/teens/teen-and-tween-programs/
mailto:westfordlibrary@westfordma.gov
http://www.westfordlibrary.org

Town Manager 0s NewsHaet

Camer on Seni or Center

Engagement and event happenings for o

Brief COVID u
|l per son meet.
Pl ease €88529

pdate: Our services remain open and e
ngs are by appointment only.
78onday thru-4Frpi.day from 8 a. m

Coffee with Katie

Tuesdays at 9am via Zoom

During this pandemic, one of the worsjtoitnhi ngs i s
Katie for some virtual soci al ti me. Everyone i s
online. Cal-89-¥3aB0Oewiath9y&8ur email address and shec

Not sure if you may qualify for Town Property Tax
Simply <call your COA Outreach Coordinator

The town of Westford has sever al property tax exemptio
ol der , bl ind, di sablYyed, magt doreared ignd | morfe.r a tax brea
just call Annette to nrBa%2e32a6n. appoi nt ment at 978

I nterested in | ear niSwgp pmoernee natbaolu tNUSINAP i on Assi st a
-Just give us a call!

Our soci al service staff i s available to share with vy
nutritiolLlke fowasage household SNAP benefit for a house
we can review the income guidelines with you as wel |l
A household of one the gross income | evelTad sl e&a&r5n mAr0e
you qualify please contact-6A@B®BEBte or Alison by <callin
Book Club: Join us from the comfort of your home!
Tuesday at 1:00: February 16t h

The pandemic has |l ed us to be creative with offering
6 feet apart, to virtual onl ine. January and February
will send you the invite to join.

Februaryds Niegahdt woifl | Rlabfen M&e \6é¢ aBisnc hy . I wi || order bo
deliver them to your home.

Ot her ways to obtain books r through Barnes & Nobl e

ar e
or online at Mer ri mack Vall ey Li brary Consortium #fAO
https:// mvl c.Tohvesr@wervcer.icwen website al so has an app
called Libby to search and take out books on your I p
kindl e. Hoopla is another online option. Happy Readi
97-89-9326

For more i nfvwwwnavte sotnf ovridsmat. gov/ coa

www. facebook. com/ Ca noerr osni Srepnliyo rcCaelnlt er /

97898523 We | ook forward to hearing from you.
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